NAVIGATION IN SCHOOL IPRCs
(IDENTIFICATION PLACEMENT
AND REVIEW COMMITTEE) TO

BROADEN SUPPORT SERVICES IN
A BOUNTY WORTHY WAY

By: Dr. Danielle Hyles
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In Ontario, some students with special
needs are formallv identified as




What Does the IPRC Do?

The Committee decides if a student meets
the criteria for one of the twelve
recognized exceptionalities, reflected in
the individual school board’s special
education plan.

The IPRC also determines the appropriate
educational placement for the student’s
needs. The identification and placement
are reassessed every year.
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vecide whether or not your child
shouid be identified as exceptional
lusually based on a professional
assessment or report)

identify the areas of your child’s
exceptionality (type of disability).

Decide an appropriate classroom
placement (regular class or special
education class).

Review the identification and
placement at least once each school
vear.

Understanding the IPRC...
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The term IPRC in Ontario refers to the
Identification, Placement, and Review
Committee process used in the special
education system, which determines if a student
is exceptional and requires special education
programs or services. It is not a specific program
or committee solely for "visible minorities." @

However, reports and studies by the Ontario
Human Rights Commission (OHRC) and

academic institutions have indicated a
disproportionate representation of racial
minority students, particularly Black
students, in certain special education
categories (specifically behaviour and special
needs classes), and a disproportionate impact of
school discipline policies on these groups. @



The IPRC Process and Equity
Concerns

Purpose of IPRC: The IPRC is a formal
committee required by the Ontario Education
Act to identify students as "exceptional”
(based on categories like behavioural,
communication, intellectual, physical, or
Mmultiple exceptionalities) and determine the
most appropriate educational placement to
meet their needs.

Access and Rights: Parents/guardians have
the right to request an IPRC meeting in writing
to their school principal, and the principal
must comply with this request.

Equity Issues: The concern is not a specific
IPRC for visible minorities, but rather that
existing IPRC processes and special
education placements may be applied
inequitably. The OHRC has noted that
systemic biases can lead to the
overrepresentation of minority students in
special education programs, potentially
denying them access to the education they
require to succeed. &

Resources for Advocacy

If you are a parent or guardian of a visible
mMmiinority student iNmn Ontario anmnd have concerns
about the IPRC process, special education
identification, or potential discrimination, the
following resocources can provide support and
iNnformation:

e Ontario Human Rights Commission
(OHRC): Provides policies and guidelines on
accessible education and anti—-discrimination
iNn schools. You can find information onmn their
website: Ontario Human Rights Cormmission.

e Justice for Children and Youth (UJFCY):
Offers legal information and support for
yvyoung people and their famiilies regarding
education rights.

e Your School Board: School boards are
required to have equity and inclusive
education strategies. You can find information
and contacts for your specific school board's
special education department, such as the
Toronto District School Board Special

Education website.

e Learning Disabilities Association of
Ontario (LDAO): Offers a parents' guide to
the IPRC and IEP processes, and workshops
on navigating the education system: LDAO
Parent's Guide. &

These organizations can help you understand
your rights, navigate the process, and advocate
for an equitable outcome for your child.
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Visible Minorities of Ontario

| |Whtte B Visible minority
| |Chinese nie

B South Asian J Mumplhe visible
B Black Ronees

B Filipino

B Latin American

B Southeast Asian

I Arab

|| West Asian

B Korean

I Japanese




Human Rights First:

A plan for belonging in Ontario
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IPRC Process

Identitication Placement Review Commiitiee

Canada’'s Visible Minority and
Indigenous Population [%]

'lSlble Mlnorlty POPU|at|0n IN... 951 198 1991 19% 200 206 201 2% 22 0% 23N 2%

Visible Minonties

Total Indigenous
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Parent(s)
General Special
Education Education
teacher teacher

'\ /
IEP Meeting .
Team Players é. & {
=3

Undivided Navigator

TO support parents

Representative
of the school or

district
Professional (such as Specialists or
a therapist) who can providers invited

interpret assessments by the parents




‘ Broken Down Letter Recognition Programme

IEP is broken down into different categories m
\

i

identifies that Jane is not yet able to match
uppercase letters (e.g. “Put B with B”)

Assessment Assessment Assessment
» : Inidividual Education Plan (IEP) Drawn Up
(e.g. motor skills) (e.g. academics) (e.g. social skills)
L
. l p Area of Academics Skills
Curriculum
Individual Education Plan (IEP) '
Academic
| i Mn‘
| : l
P ' N :
f LTO Jane will match all uppercase letters with identical
Fine Motor Skills Academic Skills Social Skills uppercase letters from an array of 10 letters
'
- Jane will match the letters A" and “B" to identical
letters from an array of 2 letters
-~ ' Ty '
Jane will match the letters “C” and “D” to identical
Spgmng Writing Reading letters from an array of 2 letters

’

Jane will match the letters “W*”, “X", “¥” and “Z" to
identical letters from an array of 8 letters

IndiVidual EdUCHtiOn Plans (IEP) ( ST'Oscontinue until the original LTO is accomplished

STOX




Who makes an IEP?

Anyone who
provides
services o

the child such
as OT, PT, At least 1 special

SLP, 'BCBA. education teacher
efc...

The child

whenever

possible, At least 1 general
aos much o ed teacher

possible (Parents can
ovide wriitten

consent that thoay
aro ok without
one present
theoy wish)

A district O R s
representative who advocate for

- cin -
can authorize S Yoo

services 1he ough The

enire Process

*This is o general grophic ond not meant o be an exhaustive
list of everyone rhat may be present. 1EP requirements con
vary from state 1o state and district 1o district
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For students 04)
A

ages 3 - 17 who O,

have a disability

requiring special

Plan | education services

Education

What your child can do Help children with
Goals & Benchmarks|  disabilities learn in
opecial Factors SChOOl and
Supports porhcip(ﬂe with
Plocement & Services their peeps

Q&Q

How can you
support your
child?




1IEP

Student
(as appropriate)

Falls under thhe
Individuails with
Disabilities Education

Regular

T
Edm awol‘ Act (1IDEA) ————— =
Teacher(s) or
Pm For students aged 3-21.
May Or may Not carry over
iNto accomMmmodations for
college or postsecondary
programs
Student's
A Person Who Can : PR !
Provides individualized
Interpret Evaluation |EP special education and
Rmm related s';ervif:es To Mmeet a ~
T student's unigue Nneeds
Has a mnarrower
Others with definition of a

disability

Knowiedge or
about the Child

Prowvides
postsecondary

transition services

Parents

TEP NMeaning

TEFP, 72z02¢472.

Individualized Education Progrartn:
sStatementc for each chhild
developed, reviewecl, ancl

with =

revisecd T =

accordance withh S 8SE300.320 chrough 300.324

IEEF shmeans
disabilicy

S04 Pilan

Falls under
Section SO4 of thhe
Rehabilitation Act
of 1973

For students aged 3-22
May or rmay Mot carry over
into accommodations for
college Or pOstsecondary
pPrograms

Provides a blueprint for
how the school will
pProvide support amnd
remove barriers for a
student with a disability

Has a broader
definition of a disability

Provides
Ppostsecondary
transition services

A Written
cthhac is
MmeeTting iT




EP MEANING

EPstands for:

Hoalth
Condition

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAN

StUdem'S rateghes, ind
IEP

uUoEwICiu) 1eaousyn

+ AnltP s legally binding + [he purpose of an [EP is to
document assigned to a student provide leaming
With a disability that impacts accommodations that

their ability to leam while at empower the student t n ”
shool benefitfrom their time spent i

at sehool

Plan Specific Information

{ 1%;'; '




UnlockingithelMystergloial i P s
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Ar IEFP is an Individualized Education Program. It's a legal
docurment thhat outlines the educatiomnaoal goals and
accommodations fTor students with disabilities.

* B S W T S e S e A, = N
* e e :',; S S '-'-:7 — > ;‘_“’ e -
Studerts who have been identified as having a disability
thhat aoffects thheir ability to learm and paoarticipate in school
may be eligible for amn 1EF.

=

-

Students who have been demMified as having o disability
thhat affects thheir ability to learm and participate in school
may be eligible for am 1EP.

-

Studerts who have been identified as having a adisability
that affects their ability to learm aoand participate i m school
may be eligible Tor amn ITEF.

P—

| — | — — | — | — —— — — — —— ——

, Now yow know the IEF meaning!™ - Understanding
the IEPF process can help students and their l
families advocate for their rights and ensure they
\ receive thhe education thhey deserve. ’

\— | —— | e —— —— —— — — —
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See the

complete guide

Special
Fducation in
Ontorio,

A julde for
students ond
coregivers

available at
wwwjfey.ony/
specialeducation

USTICE

FOR CHILDREN
AND YOUTH

THE INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION
PLAN (IEP) PROCESS

LI

After the IPRC

Individual Education Plan (IEP)

The IEP is a written document that describes the
Principals are special education program antdlor servedes that the
student Wil be provided (o help them acveve thet
Juired to mak
o that an 1EP i edning poals and expecty
" posadle \(
ated for every —l
student identified a5 | wihot s fom IEP Development
seeptonal within Josifhcation
30 doys from the teough the Parents and students 16+ must be comulted durng
IPRC decision IPRC prov the process. The IEP must mclude the folloseng
o The same and position of all ndivduals on the
Naring the P development tear
Sharing the ) o Al sources of information Lised to inform the 16
o Medical conditinns and assessment
Once the [EP has been created, it
o Steengths and needs of the student
L be shared with
o Parents
Students 16
A stal! members dhrectly 105 may Inchude
Lhie (TR
Accommodations Modifications
e ¢ Inchuded
Intl ' Ontario St Changes made 1o the Changes Lo what &
Rec way the student is shudent 1 taught, or
Langht the materil what they are expected
10 learn
]
The IEP In action Alternative Programs
Developed to help students gan
hers d (| persons experiences outside the curmeulum
e (eponsbile for iImplementing
the IEP
P must b | The IEP cannot be appealed

Lmes a yeds in elementary schoo
and each Semester In secondany

school

THEIN

Concenns can be discussed with
tearhens, prmcipal, schoed bosed
Complarts abowt falures to
scoommadate cun by made 1o the
Fuman Rights Tnbunal of Ontare

DIVIDUAL

EDUCATION PLAN (IEP)

IEP MEANING

[EP stands for:

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM

What is an [EP?

'EP' stands for: Individualized Education Program (EP)
WhICh 1§ @ personalized plan that is designed to meet the

« The purpose of an [EP is to
provide learning
accommodations that
empower the student to
benefit from their time spent
at school

« An [EP is a legally binding
document assigned to a student
with a disability that impacts
their ability to learn while at
school

specific educational needs of students with cisabilities as
defined by the 13 officlal categories of IEP disabilities, and are

Who writes the [EP?

The case manager, typically the
special education teacher, with
the collaboration of the |EP
team

identified as being in need of special education. The purpose
of an [EP is to ensure that these students receive appropriate
support. Services, and accommodations in oraer to acoess

Who Gets an IEP?

Students who have a disability
that affects their ability to
learn in a classroom setting

and participate In their education
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Which 1EP
related services

support your child’'s

education?
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